
What Did Cornelius Believe?



Acts 10:1-8

• 1Now there was a man at Caesarea named Cornelius, a 
centurion of what was called the Italian cohort, 2a devout 
man and one who feared God with all his household, and 
gave many alms to the Jewish people and prayed to God 
continually. continually. 

• 3About the ninth hour of the day he clearly saw in a 
vision an angel of God who had just come in and said to 
him, “Cornelius!” 4And fixing his gaze on him and being 
much alarmed, he said, “What is it, Lord?” And he said to 
him, “Your prayers and alms have ascended as a 
memorial before God. 



Acts 10:1-8

• 5“Now dispatch some men to Joppa and send for a man 
named Simon, who is also called Peter; 6he is staying 
with a tanner named Simon, whose house is by the sea.”

• 7When the angel who was speaking to him had left, he 
summoned two of his servants and a devout soldier of summoned two of his servants and a devout soldier of 
those who were his personal attendants, 8and after he 
had explained everything to them, he sent them to 
Joppa.



Cornelius

• Gentile

• Soldier – centurion of the Italian cohort

• Marvelous moral character
– A devout man, 10:2

– Feared God with all his household, 10:2– Feared God with all his household, 10:2

– Prayed to God “continually,” 10:2

– Generous: gave many alms to the Jewish people, 10:2

– Praised by his servants and fellow-soldier: righteous, God-
fearing, well spoken of by the Jews, 10:22

– Humility: fell at Peter’s feet and worshipped him, 10:25

– Concern for close friends and relatives, “many people 
assembled,” 10:24, 27
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What Did Cornelius Believe?

• That There Was One God
– 1 Cor. 8:5, 6 5For even if there are so-called gods 

whether in heaven or on earth, as indeed there are 
many gods and many lords, 6yet for us there is but
one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we one God, the Father, from whom are all things and we 
exist for Him; and one Lord, Jesus Christ, by whom 
are all things, and we exist through Him.

– Romans 1:22-23 22Professing to be wise, they 
became fools, 23and exchanged the glory of the 
incorruptible God for an image in the form of 
corruptible man and of birds and four-footed animals 
and crawling creatures.



What Did Cornelius Believe?

• That There Was One God
– Acts 14:11-15 “The gods have become like men and 

have come down to us.” 12And they began calling 
Barnabas, Zeus, and Paul, Hermes,… you should 
turn from these vain things to a living God…”turn from these vain things to a living God…”

– 1 Thes. 1:9 9For they themselves report about us 
what kind of a reception we had with you, and how 
you turned to God from idols to serve a living and true 
God,” 



What Did Cornelius Believe?

• That God Is Watching
• Acts 10:33 “Now then, we are all here present before God

[in the sight of God: ASV] to hear all that you have been 
commanded by the Lord.”

• Not only was Heaven aware of this meeting, it called for • Not only was Heaven aware of this meeting, it called for 
it and approved of it.

• Even the Jews didn’t always understand this.

• Gen. 28:16 Jacob: “Even Jehovah is in this place, 
and I knew it not.”

• Jonah 1:3 “Jonah thought he could flee from the 
presence of the Lord.”

• God is present everywhere and all-knowing.



What Did Cornelius Believe?

• That There Is Objective Revelation
• Acts 11:14 “‘Send to Joppa and have Simon, who is also called 

Peter, brought here; 14and he will speak words to you by which you 
will be saved, you and all your household.’ (10:22, 33, 34)

• Cornelius was aware that saving truth was embodied in an 
objective revelation which would issue from a man who had been objective revelation which would issue from a man who had been 
appointed by God to instruct him.

• How did he come to believe these things?
• Association with Jews 
• His praying at the 9th hour is an indication that he was greatly 

influenced by Jewish teaching.
• They were assembled to hear the “words.”

• He did not receive the “words” of the gospel from an angel.
• He did not subscribe to the view that he could merely follow the 

inclinations of his conscience.
• He did not receive the message via some “feeling.”



What Did Cornelius Believe?

• In The sovereignty of God
• He confessed that the Lord “commanded” certain things to 

which men were amenable [i.e., answerable] to His law, Acts 
10:33.

• He obeyed the command to send for Peter, “immediately,” • He obeyed the command to send for Peter, “immediately,” 
Acts 10:33

• When Peter saw that Cornelius was ready to submit to his 
teaching, he concluded, “the man who fears Him and does 
what is right is welcome to Him,” Acts 10:35

• Cornelius obeyed the teaching of Peter, “he ordered them to 
be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ, Act. 10:48

• Peter: “who was I that I could stand in God’s way?” Acts 
11:17. Peter had struggled with that concept earlier in his 
life, Mt. 16:13-23; 26:51



What Did Cornelius Believe?

• That One Must Obey All Of God’s Commands.
• “we are all here…to hear all…” Acts 10:33

• The centurion Jesus met in Capernaum, Lk. 7

• He recognized that he could not selectively obey God.

• The goal was to do all that the Lord had commanded.

• Some today would be happy if only God allowed them 
“multiple choice” obedience.

• Naaman, 2 Kings 5:12

• We need to learn that partial obedience is no
obedience.

• Rom. 8:6-8 “the mind set on the flesh… does not 
subject itself to the law of God…”



What Did Cornelius Believe?

• The Apostle’s Words
• He conceded the authority of Peter, a spokesman 

of God
• Luke 10:16 16“The one who listens to you listens to 

Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he Me, and the one who rejects you rejects Me; and he 
who rejects Me rejects the One who sent Me.”

• 1 Cor. 14:37, 38 37If anyone thinks he is a prophet or 
spiritual, let him recognize that the things which I write 
to you are the Lord’s commandment. 38But if anyone 
does not recognize this, he is not recognized.”



What Did Cornelius Believe?

• In Jesus
– “You yourselves know what happened throughout all 

Judea,” Acts 10:37
• Baptism of John,  Acts 10:37

• Galilean ministry, Acts 10:37• Galilean ministry, Acts 10:37

• “God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit 
and with power.” Acts 10:38

• “Jesus was put to death,” Acts 10:39

• “God raised Jesus from the dead,” Acts 10:40

• “Jesus has been appointed by God as Judge,” Acts 
10:42



What Did Cornelius Believe?

• There Is One God

• God Is Watching

• Objective Revelation

• The Sovereignty of God

• One Must Obey All God Commands• One Must Obey All God Commands

• The Apostle’s Words

• In Jesus

• He believed all of these things before he ever heard 
Peter preach!

• But it was not enough in order for him to receive the 
forgiveness of sins and to be saved!



What Did Cornelius Come to Believe?

• Acts 10:35-43

– There is peace through Jesus Christ, for those in 
“every nation” Acts 10:35, 

– “He is Lord of all,” Acts 10:36

– “That Jesus has been appointed by God to judge
of the living and the dead,” Acts 10:42 

– “…everyone who believes in Him receives 
forgiveness of sin through His name,” Acts 10:43

– That he needed to be “baptized in the name of 
Jesus Christ,” in order to be saved, Acts 10:47-48



Conclusion

• We need the same understanding and disposition in 
order to be saved.

• When we are teaching others we need to help them 
understand all that Cornelius believed before and after 
Peter came to him.Peter came to him.
– Some will say, “Don’t judge me!”  “I am a good person.”

• Who are we to stand in God’s way?

• “…but in every nation the man who fears Him and does 
what is right is welcome to Him.” Acts 10:35

• “Who Will Follow Jesus?” 
– “listening for His orders, ready to obey, who will follow 

Jesus, serving Him today?”


