
The King and the Cripple

2 Samuel 9



Saul

Ish-bosheth   Jonathan

David

Absalom

Kings of IsraelKings of Israel

Saul’s Dynasty David’s Dynasty

Ish-bosheth   Jonathan

Mephibosheth

Absalom

2 Samuel 9



2 Sam 9
1 Then David said, “Is there yet anyone left of the house 
of Saul, that I may show him kindness for Jonathan’s 
sake?” 2 Now there was a servant of the house of Saul 
whose name was Ziba, and they called him to David; 
and the king said to him, “Are you Ziba?” And he said, “I 
am your servant.” 3The king said, “Is there not yet 
anyone of the house of Saul to whom I may show the anyone of the house of Saul to whom I may show the 
kindness of God?” And Ziba said to the king, “There is 
still a son of Jonathan who is crippled in both feet.” 4 So 
the king said to him, “Where is he?” And Ziba said to the 
king, “Behold, he is in the house of Machir the son of 
Ammiel in Lo-debar.”



2 Sam 9
5 Then King David sent and brought him from the house 
of Machir the son of Ammiel, from Lo-debar. 
6 Mephibosheth, the son of Jonathan the son of Saul, 
came to David and fell on his face and prostrated 
himself. And David said, “Mephibosheth.” And he said, 
“Here is your servant!” 7 David said to him, “Do not fear, 
for I will surely show kindness to you for the sake of your for I will surely show kindness to you for the sake of your 
father Jonathan, and will restore to you all the land of 
your grandfather Saul; and you shall eat at my table 
regularly.” 8 Again he prostrated himself and said, “What 
is your servant, that you should regard a dead dog like 
me?”



2 Sam 9
9 Then the king called Saul’s servant Ziba and said to 
him, “All that belonged to Saul and to all his house I 
have given to your master’s grandson. 10 “You and your 
sons and your servants shall cultivate the land for him, 
and you shall bring in the produce so that your master’s 
grandson may have food; nevertheless Mephibosheth 
your master’s grandson shall eat at my table regularly.” your master’s grandson shall eat at my table regularly.” 
Now Ziba had fifteen sons and twenty servants. 



2 Sam 9
11 Then Ziba said to the king, “According to all that my 
lord the king commands his servant so your servant will 
do.” So Mephibosheth ate at David’s table as one of the 
king’s sons. 12 Mephibosheth had a young son whose 
name was Mica. And all who lived in the house of Ziba 
were servants to Mephibosheth. 13 So Mephibosheth 
lived in Jerusalem, for he ate at the king’s table regularly. lived in Jerusalem, for he ate at the king’s table regularly. 
Now he was lame in both feet.
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The King - David
• King David at the height of his glory – 2 Sam. 8

• David remembers a covenant made with a friend
– 1 Sam. 20:42 “we have sworn to each other in the 

name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD will be name of the LORD, saying, ‘The LORD will be 
between me and you, and between my descendants 
and your descendants forever.”

• David seeks out a descendant of Jonathan
– 2 Sam. 9:3 “The king said, “Is there not yet anyone of 

the house of Saul to whom I may show the kindness 
of God?” .
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The Cripple - Mephibosheth
• The tragedy – 2 Sam. 4:4 “he was five years old… he 

fell and became lame.”

• It would seem no other day would have such a 
great impact on his life.great impact on his life.

• But he experienced an even greater day, the 
day he found grace.



Mephibosheth’s Need
• Mephibosheth was separated from David and 

the palace.

• He was afraid of David.

• He could have been hostile to David.• He could have been hostile to David.

• He was in a miserable
place.

– Lo-debar
• “not having” or 

• “no pasture.”



What It Meant to 
Mephibosheth

• David was seeking someone upon whom he 
could show the kindness of God.

• David lavished abundance upon someone who 
had done nothing to deserve it.had done nothing to deserve it.

• This consideration was given on the merits of 
someone else.

• David was helping a man who could not help 
himself.



The King and Mephibosheth
• The grace of the king shown to Mephibosheth

– “Do not fear”

– David restored his land.

– Given a place at the king’s table as one of the – Given a place at the king’s table as one of the 
king’s sons

• The response of Mephibosheth
– “Here is your servant.”

– “What is your servant that you should regard a 
dead dog like me?.”  2 Sam. 9:8
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2 Samuel 16:3
• Then the king said, “And where is your master’s 

son?” And Ziba said to the king, “Behold, he is 
staying in Jerusalem, for he said, ‘Today the 
house of Israel will restore the kingdom of my house of Israel will restore the kingdom of my 
father to me.’”



2 Samuel 19:25-28
• “Why did you not go with me, Mephibosheth?”
• “O my lord, the king, my servant deceived me… 

he has slandered your servant to my lord the 
king”

• “…do what is good in your sight. For all my 
father’s household was nothing but dead men 
before my lord the king; yet you set your servant 
among those who ate at your own table. What 
right do I have yet that I should complain 
anymore to the king?” 



The King and Those 
Crippled By SinCrippled By Sin

Understanding the 

Grace of God



Background of God’s Grace
• God is able and willing to show His grace. –

John 3:16 “God so loved the world that He gave His 
only begotten Son…”

• God’s grace involves a covenant with a friend –• God’s grace involves a covenant with a friend –
Gen. 12, 17, 22; James 2:23 “Abraham believed God… 
was called the friend of God”

• God seeks us in order to bestow His grace. –
Rom 5:8 “while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us”

• No matter where you may be today, grace can 
find you and change your life.



Our Need For God’s Grace
• We were separated from God – Isa. 59:2 But your 

iniquities have made a separation between you and your 
God

• We should be afraid because of our situation –• We should be afraid because of our situation –
Heb. 10:31 “It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of 
the living God.”

• We are in a miserable place without the 
forgiveness of sins.



The Meaning of God’s Grace
• God is seeking someone upon which He can 

show kindness – Titus 3:4-5 “the kindness of 
God…for mankind appeared. He saved us….”

• God lavishes abundance upon someone who 
has done nothing to deserve it – Eph. 2:8-9 “For by has done nothing to deserve it – Eph. 2:8-9 “For by 
grace…that not of yourselves it is the gift of God”

• This grace is given on the merits of someone 
else – Eph. 1:7-8 “we have redemption through His 
blood,.. according to the riches of His grace”

• God helps those who cannot help themselves –
Rom. 5:6 “while we were still helpless… Christ died.”



The Effects of God’s Grace
• Our condition is covered – Rom. 4:7-8 “Blessed are 

those whose lawless deeds have been forgiven, and 
whose sins have been covered.”

• We show our gratitude • We show our gratitude 
– Through faithfulness 

– By being instruments of God’s grace in the lives 
of others.



Conclusion
• God has been good to us

• God has offered His palace and table

• While we can never repay him, we can show our 
gratitude through faithfulness and servicegratitude through faithfulness and service

• Grace is where we overcome our crippled past.

• Grace is where we discover who we were born to 
be.



Conclusion
• Titus 3:4-7

“But when the kindness of God our Savior and 
His love for mankind appeared, He saved us, not 
on the basis of deeds which we have done in on the basis of deeds which we have done in 
righteousness, but according to His mercy, by 
the washing of regeneration and renewing by 
the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out upon us 
richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that 
being justified by His grace we would be made 
heirs according to the hope of eternal life. 



Conclusion
• Grace is where we embrace…

God’s 
Reward 
At At 
Christ’s 
Expense


