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go to Jerusalem”go to Jerusalem”
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Luke 9:51Luke 9:51--5353

• 51 When the days were approaching 
for His ascension, He was determined to go to 
Jerusalem; 52 and He sent messengers on 
ahead of Him, and they went and entered a ahead of Him, and they went and entered a 
village of the Samaritans to make arrangements 
for Him. 53 But they did not receive 
Him, because He was traveling toward 
Jerusalem.



Luke 9:51Luke 9:51

• “He stedfastly set his face to go to Jerusalem” 
(KJV; NKJV)

• “Jesus resolutely set out for Jerusalem” (NIV)

• “He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem;” • “He resolutely set His face to go to Jerusalem;” 
(NASB)

• “He was determined to go to Jerusalem” 
(NASB updated)



Luke 9:51Luke 9:51--5353

• All that follows is seen in light of the ascension

• Every word, every act, was a step forward to the 
completion of the Lord’s work on earth.

• With clear knowledge of all that awaited Him and • With clear knowledge of all that awaited Him and 
steadfast resolve to accomplish His purpose, He “set His 
face to go to Jerusalem.”

• Isaiah 50:7 “For the Lord GOD helps Me,
Therefore, I am not disgraced;
Therefore, I have set My face like flint,
And I know that I will not be ashamed.”



“He resolutely set his face to “He resolutely set his face to 
go to Jerusalem”go to Jerusalem”

Luke 9:51-53



JerusalemJerusalem

• First occurrence of the name “Jerusalem,” Josh. 
10:1

• First allusion, Gen. 14:18 – Melchizedek, king of 
“Salem”“Salem”

• Salem equated with “Zion,” Ps. 76:2

• “City of the Jebusites,” Joshua, Judges, 
1 Chron.

• “City of David,” conquest of Jebus, 2 Sam.

• “Moriah,” Gen. 22:2; 2 Chron. 3:1

• “The Mountain of the Lord,” Isa. 2:3
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Luke 9:51Luke 9:51--5353

• Jesus saw clearly His inevitable and purposed end, 
Lk. 9:22-25, 28-31, 44

– No modification for a failed mission

• “Destroy this temple and in 3 days I will raise it up,” • “Destroy this temple and in 3 days I will raise it up,” 
Jn. 2:19

• “The son of man must be lifted up,” Jn. 3:14

• We see His perfect willingness for the sacrifice He saw 
before Him.



The Example of AbrahamThe Example of Abraham

• Gen. 22:1 “Hear I am”

• Gen. 22:2 “Take now your son, your only son, whom you 
love, Isaac, and go to the land of Moriah, and offer him 
there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I 
will tell you.”

• Gen. 22:23 Abram “…arose and went to the place of which 
God had told him.”
– “Hear I am” – willingness to do God’s will

– Not asking “Why?” – focus on promise not the explanation

– He “considered that God was able,” Heb. 11:19 and that “the 
Lord will provide,” Gen. 22:8



The Example of Jeroboam and IsraelThe Example of Jeroboam and Israel

• 1 Kings 12:28 “It is too much for you to go up to 
Jerusalem,…”

– Idols in Dan and Bethel

– Made houses on high places– Made houses on high places

– Made priests from among all the people who were not 
of the sons of Levi.

– Instituted a feast



The Example of Jeroboam and IsraelThe Example of Jeroboam and Israel

• “It is too much to serve God…” 
– Because His ways are not our ways, Isa. 55:8

– Because we live in a world where self-interest motivates 
us, 3 Jn. 9-10us, 3 Jn. 9-10

– Because of how He expects us to treat others, Mt. 5:44

– Because it goes against human reason and wisdom, 1 
Cor. 3:18, 19

– Because we don’t understand suffering, Rom. 8:18

• It is not easy but it is worth the cost and God gives us 
the strength to endure. 

• Some today offer a religion that is easy and non-
judgmental.



What Motivated Jesus?What Motivated Jesus?
• John 15:13

“Greater love has no one than this, that one lay down his life 
for his friends.”

• Romans 5:8
“But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while 
we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.”

• Luke 9:51
“When the days were approaching for His ascension, He was 
determined to go to Jerusalem;” 

• Hebrews 12:2
“…who for the joy set before Him endured the cross, 
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of 
the throne of God.”



What Motivates Us?: Luke 9What Motivates Us?: Luke 9

• Hearing the word

– “speaking about the kingdom of God” 
Lk. 9:11

• Satisfied with the word

– “ate and were satisfied” Lk. 9:1

• Seeing His Glory

– “saw His glory” Lk. 9:32



What Motivates Us?: Luke 9What Motivates Us?: Luke 9

• Understanding  authority

– “this is My Son listen to Him” Lk. 9:33

• Amazement at His greatness• Amazement at His greatness

– “amazed by the greatness of God” Lk. 9:43

• Putting Him first

– “fit for the kingdom of God” vs. “let me 
first” Lk. 9:62



“Setting Our Face” Toward “Setting Our Face” Toward 
New JerusalemNew Jerusalem

• Revelation 21:10-14
“And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great and high mountain, 
and showed me the holy city, Jerusalem, coming down out of 
heaven from God…”

• Taking up Our Cross and Following Him – Luke 9:21-26• Taking up Our Cross and Following Him – Luke 9:21-26

– Deny Self

– Daily Follow Him

– Willing to Lose Our Life, but Never Our Soul

– Never Ashamed of Him

• Becoming His Disciple – Luke 14:26, 27; Matthew 28:19

• Repenting of Sin - Col. 3:5-14

• Those who come into it, “only those whose names are written in the 
Lamb’s book of life.” Rev. 21:27



“I Am Resolved”“I Am Resolved”

• I am resolved no longer to linger,
Charmed by the world’s delight,
Things that are higher, things that are nobler,
These have allured my sight.These have allured my sight.

• I am resolved to go to the Savior,
Leaving my sin and strife;
He is the true One, He is the just One,
He hath the words of life.

• I am resolved to follow the Savior,
Faithful and true each day;
Heed what He sayeth, do what He willeth,
He is the living Way.



“I Am Resolved”“I Am Resolved”

• I am resolved to enter the kingdom,
Leaving the paths of sin;
Friends may oppose me, foes may beset me,
Still will I enter in.Still will I enter in.

• I am resolved, and who will go with me?
Come, friends, without delay;
Taught by the Bible, led by the Spirit,
We’ll walk the heav’nly way.

• I will hasten to Him,
Hasten so glad and free;
Jesus, greatest, highest,
I will come to Thee.



Setting Our Face Toward JerusalemSetting Our Face Toward Jerusalem

• It means having the resolve to achieve the Lord’s 
purpose for our lives.

• It means often following a less glamorous path.

• Do not lose heart. 2 Cor. 4:16-18 ”Therefore we do not • Do not lose heart. 2 Cor. 4:16-18 ”Therefore we do not 
lose heart, but though our outer man is decaying, yet 
our inner man is being renewed day by day. 17 For 
momentary, light affliction is producing for us an eternal 
weight of glory far beyond all comparison, 18 while 
we look not at the things which are seen, but at the 
things which are not seen; for the things which are seen 
are temporal, but the things which are not seen are 
eternal.”


